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T H E
Editor's Note
Salvete! I am so excited to share
the SCJCL 2020 Torch with you
all! In this issue, you will find
where JCL has spread and who
it spread to. The cover story is
an
article
surrounding
pandemics of ancient Rome
and how it compares to our
world.
Maximus gratias!
Meghan Kondroski
2019-2020 SC
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COVID-19 vs the Plague of Justinian
Today COVID-19 is causing chaos around the globe, but how does it
compare to earlier pandemics? This article discusses the two
pandemics, and what we can learn from the Plague of Justinian.
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In November of 2019, the
first case of COVID-19
happened in China. Now it
has spread world wide.
This was not the first
pandemic nor will it be the
last.
The Plague of Justinian
began in 541 AD in
Constantinople.
This
plague was fast spreading,
and it killed so many
people that emperor
Justinian
appointed
someone to remove bodies
from the streets. These
victims were buried in
massive graves. The grave
style was similar to the one
of the infamous Black
Plague.

This similarity made it
difficult to decipher what
graves came from each
plague seeing that both
plagues were caused by the
same DNA.
The Plague of Justinian
killed up to 53 percent of a
given town's population in
the Byzantine Empire by
555 AD. The amount of
death was never recovered,
and the empire suffered
because of it.
The
main
difference
between the Justinian
Plague and COVID-19 is
what they are: an infection
versus a virus. They infect
either with DNA or RNA
making them biologically
different.

RNA is harder to preserve,
so viral pandemics are
harder to find throughout
history. However, bacteria
is transmitted through DNA
which is much stronger
than RNA. This makes it easy
to find when plagues
happen, such as the Plague
of Justinian.

Wazer, Caroline. “The Plagues That
Might Have Brought Down the
Roman Empire.” The Atlantic,
Atlantic Media Company, 16 Mar.
2016,
www.theatlantic.com /

science/archive/2016/03/

T h e I n ev i t a b l e S p r e a d o f
JCL

SCJCL has taken off the
year,
expanding
throughout the state and
picking up new members
who are excited to begin
their journey with the
organization. The first year
in JCL is the most
imperative year in their
membership. It begins
their journey, and decides
how far they will take it.

Many new members join
specifically for the events
that take place in the state;
many of them look forward
to showing off their talents
at
Spring
Forum
or
attending lectures at Fall
Forum. At these events,
new members get a taste of
what SCJCL really is, and
make friends with members
from across the state.

However, JCL has more to
offer. Every year at
nationals, members have an
opportunity
to
meet
members from across the
country and to experience
first hand the community
our organization has built.
JCL has built a community
around friendships and
branching out from the
norm. The organization as a
whole only grows because
of the members who foster
brotherhood within it.

Thank you to all the
new members who
aided in the writing
of this article!

THE BEST PART OF JCL
"I like how we all act like a family. We accept each other,
and we love the same thing: Latin!" -Parker Swift
"Spring Forum, Classics Day, meeting great people, doing
more than Spanish or French." -TBCS Students
"The best part of JCL is the people I've gotten to meet.
They're awesome. Now kill me so I never say anything that
sappy again." -Mattie Gann

SCJCL Events Over 50
People
Fall Forum

Classics in the
Lowcountry

November 9, 2019 Furman University

January 17, 2020, College of Charleston

This year's fall forum was held at
Furman University. There were four
workshops held throughout the day
with two options for lectures in each
time slot. These lectures were held
by different Classics professors
from across the state. The day was
filled with learning and developing
stronger bonds with other SCJCL
members from across the state.

Classics in the Lowcountry was an
event held at College of Charleston
to promote the Classics department
at College of Charleston. Throughout
the day, students were able to attend
actual classes at the college and also
talk to students and faculty in the
Classics program. At the end of the
day, there was an opportunity to go
on a campus tour and learn more
about the college.

Spring Forum
March 21, 2020, Dreher High School

After much anticipation and
planning, this year's spring forum
was canceled due to the Corona
virus. Under the circumstances, our
elections are being held online.
Check with your sponsor for the
latest updates on our elections and
upcoming events!
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